
Freewheeling
Two new standout concept cars are futuris-

tic looking all-electric models from BMW, with 
barely a hint of chrome, except on the tire 
rims.

The BMW i3 city-sized compact and the larg-
er BMW i8 sedan are constructed mostly of su-

per light, super strong carbon fiber, which is 50 percent lighter than steel. Carbon 
fiber is also 50 times more expensive than steel, which explains why it’s been used 
only on Formula One racecars, some super-expensive sports. Continue reading [ 

Down The Road
From A to V -- Acura to Volvo -- a significant 

number of automotive manufacturers are moving 
into the gas-electric hybrid and plug-in hybrid car 
markets. We attended the first major auto show 
of 2012 -- the North American International Auto 
Show in Detroit. Specifically, plug-in hybrid ve-

hicles are big newsmakers from nearly every automaker.
“The two most significant vehicles were the Honda Accord plug-in hybrid and 

Ford Fusion plug-in hybrid,” said Eric Evarts, associate autos. Continue reading [ 

Freewheeling
Last year was a good year for the auto business. 

Sales are projected by Edmunds.com to be around 
12.8 million when they are announced later this 
month, the highest volume since 2009, when sales 
had dropped to 10.4 million, a 27-year low.

Paul Taylor, chief economist of the National Au-
tomobile Dealers Association, predicts nearly 14 million new cars and light trucks 
will be purchased or leased in 2012. Taylor, who is forecasting sales of 13.945 mil-
lion new cars and light trucks for 2012 in the U.S., cites. Continue reading [ 

Freewheeling
Don’t be fooled by the low price tags. New cars 

priced $20,000 and below offer a long list of safety 
and comfort features, along with handling, perfor-
mance and that all-important feature called “fuel 
economy.” Here’s our pick for the top five 2012 
models priced below $20,000.

-- With its efficient 1.6-liter four-cylinder engine, the 2012 Ford Fiesta is rated at 
40 miles per gallon highway, 29 mpg city, which beats the Toyota Yaris and Honda 
Fit. It’s also the first car to receive top safety ratings in the. Continue reading [ 

Freewheeling
White is the most popular car color worldwide, 

according to DuPont, the automotive coating 
leader that has been tracking worldwide color 
trends for 59 years.

This year, the Global Automotive Color Popu-
larity Report, from 11 leading automotive regions, 

showed that white, white pearl and silver are the fastest growing car colors. So, 
why white?

“Our OEM customers are meeting consumer demand for. Continue reading [ 

Freewheeling
Think the automotive market isn’t evolving? 

When we got the assignment to name the most 
important new vehicles for 2012, we were aston-
ished at the number of new small cars on the list 
-- including subcompacts, a category Americans 
used to avoid like a trip to the dentist. Thanks to 

gasoline prices that refuse to recede, “small” is in big time for 2012.
You know the downsizing thing is serious when General Motors’ Buick is in the 

small-car game again. Buick’s 2012 Verano, starting at. Continue reading [ 

Freewheeling
Household finances being what they are these 

days, many car buyers who in better times nor-
mally would have purchased a new vehicle might 
now be tempted to save a little money and buy a 
used model. But those shopping the current used-
car market -- the auto industry prefers the term 

“pre-owned” -- are going to find that saving “a little money” is the appropriate term. 
Used cars are no bargain at the moment.

Prices for used vehicles are at historic highs because of. Continue reading [ 

Freewheeling
A lot more goes into making a green, eco-

friendly car than how many miles per gallon the 
car achieves. Ford’s new EcoBoost engine has been 
making headlines and getting awards for its fuel 
efficiency that squeezes more miles out of every 
gallon of gas. That, however, is just one part of the 

green, eco-friendly features in 2012 Ford vehicles.
The automaker is using recycled plastic bottles and soy in parts of new vehicle in-

teriors. It takes approximately 1.5 million barrels of oil a year. Continue reading [ 

Green Wheeling
More than 10 years ago, the government hand-

ed over wads of cash to the three domestic car-
makers to fund the “Partnership for the Next Gen-
eration of Vehicles.” The goal was to mainstream 
alternative fuel family sedans that would deliver 
80 miles per gallon in everyday use.

Ford’s entrant was the Prodigy back in 1999, a research hybrid-electric family 
sedan that would get 70 mpg, featuring advanced aerodynamic details, such as ac-
tive grille shutters and plastic panels enclosing the. Continue reading [ 

Freewheeling
Lexus captures two of the most coveted spots 

that advertisers cherish: the Super Bowl and the 
Sports Illustrated swimsuit issue. The vehicle to 
be spotlighted is the all-new 2013 GS sedan. 

Lexus is putting big money into Super Bowl ad-
vertising, as well as being marketed as the Official 

Automotive Marketing Partner of the Sports Illustrated swimsuit issue. (They’re 
not divulging how much money).

“The launch of the all-new Lexus GS 350 is so big that not. Continue reading [ 
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